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Picture his: a University of
Queensland gig, (0"Week). During the
‘Danny days’. The sel ends with Mant
and Dave both smashing face first

through Danny’s kit while two thou-

sand teeny boppers moshed lo
an emergency back up lape
of Nirvana's “Lithium” and
Paul fell off the stage while
altempling to bum a ciga-
rette from a drunk 10 year

old....then the first time | saw 5}@:'

. - ari0
Ns new RNS

you play with Custaro, Malt was
stone sober (and fully clothed), Panl
had temporaily given up smoking
(and listening to those voices) and
Dave had had “that* tatteo removed
by lasers. What is your seerel?

| have children. Have had since |
was 8. Kids radically decrease
your ability to behave like one.

What's it done to you, musically, the
transition from C.0.W. and Adults
Today anonymity to Cuslaro fame?

Not much as far as | can tell.

You drum, you play guitar, you play
keyboards, you sing, you wrile songs,
do cover ariwork. I've gol 4 words
for you: “Glenn Thompsen Solo
Album”. Is il ever gonna happen?
Probably. Making records is my
favourite part. | would like to
make one a year until | am dis-
tracted by something better.

Do you take amy part in production?
Do you have definite ideas aboul the
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sound thal you wanl lo hear from an
album as a whole? Do you gel a say?

Yes.Yes.And yes. | have heaps of

opinions. | try to distil them in
my head for a while
before | excitedly
blurt them out.
Too many ideas
can become
counter produc-
tive. It's best
not to be too
definite about
what you expect things to
sound like. The highlights
are seldom planned.

What's Magoo's role?

To entice and capture

oo

When Dave is drumming and you go
1o start MIC, he always sereams oul
‘red eyes blue gaze....” 1o sorl of
steal your thunder... does il piss you
off? Does Davey annoy the erap oul
of you when he does that? Do you
ever, like, secretly de-tune his gultar
before handing it back, or purpesely
sweal all over the fretboard?
Well, there's
not a lot of
thunder to
steal, | don't
think he'd

_ notice the
FQ&' increase in his

5P‘U balance at the
thunder bank

Mathew used
the most entertaining ADULTS TODAY to-do that's
moments the band and  Tp,p< 27"»‘ Fes loteoanl
he can possible conjure Librar dinnoikS R
on any given day. Cortyard 12- | corny song, |
How long has Don't Train -5 deserve a
the Genius been around? J& ribbing,
What's it all mean? = Dancing Ray “What's your
That appeared when DM's sign?’,

Bosie were players in the eccen-
tric Brisbane music scene. We
were three whoosie men, playing
about six whoosie songs.
Genius, it doesn't mean anything.
It’s just a collection of lines
inspired by a trip to Garden
City Shopping Mall. | used to
love those places when | was
younger. Now | hate them. I've
changed.

Where's that ai? Is thal a Glenn
une, not a Castaro mne?

Alex Chilton sang that song at
Livid 96 | think. It's a great song,
He didn’t write it though.

How has the electronie/digital medi-
um affected your artwork?

Making pictures on a computer
suits me down to the ground. |
love it. No messy clean up

Glenn in the USA 1997

Drum kits. What's your philesophy en
kits? Your favourile?

Treat ‘em mean, keep ‘em keen.
The smaller and crappier the
better.

I once had an idea for a gimicky
drum thing. A drum stool
melronome, You stick a metronome
in the drum stool so thal the seat
sort of pulses to your selected beal.
This avoids the elumsy look of drum-
mers with headphones, and makes
drummers look cooler as no one can
really tell they're using a
metronome, AND I reckoa it might
work a little better as you
can feel the rhythm rather
than just see it or hear it! § _
What do you think? Would
you endorse one? 0

That's a fantastic idea.
And I'll endorse anything
if | get one free.

What do you think of John Swingle
as a drummer?

Almost perfect. | think the best
players on any instrument are
the ones who can only just do
it. | don’t mean to be rude. But
90% enthusiasm /10% ability is a
good formula for entertainment.
Works for me, | hope.

Do you find it hard touring for long

Spin: Jane's
design label

periods?

Yes. There’s a lot of loitering to
be done.And that’s plain
tedious. | like being at home
with my family better than any-
thing. Of course I'm glad to
have travelled a bit though.

For a long time al Custard shows
Music is crap would gel a huge roar
when you started “Bed eyes blue
gaze”. Whal was il like when Music
is Crap was so big?

It's hard to say a single that sells
about 5000 was “so big”, but it
felt great to have written and
recorded a song that people
liked listening to. Especially
since it was called Music is
Crap. A little victory for the
tiny cynical devil on my right
shoulder who constantly whis-
pers “the industry’s a joke” in
my ear.

What happened when you were
asked lo lip-syne on “In Melbourne
Tonight” and “Hey Hey™?
We mimed on IMT. We played
MIC live on Hey Hey. Playing
=% live is obviously

more fun, but |
~ i think everyone is
g happier when
: you mime.The

TV people |
mean, you know
it's less hassle and
it sounds better. We mimed
Girls Like That on Hey Hey
recently. At least you get to sing
live though. So there’s still some
thrill.

How different is performing on Hey
Hey compared with Recovery? I've

heard the riders were a bil dismal
on the Hey Hey sel.

The big difference is the quality
of vehicles in the car park.

Why does Daryl love you guys so
much?

TODAY

Brought to you from The horse 01' australia

RICS BAR - SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER

‘Cause we sucked up to him by
asking him to play drums with us
the first time.

How did you like being the star of
the Music is Crap video? Is it like
acting?

It's probably not like acting
because you're not pretending

to be anyone else. | love being
the star.

What was the band with Glen Donald,
David Mc and you?

It never had a name and didn’t
deserve one.

What are the origins of the nickname
“Boss™?

That's embarrassing.

You had a song called “Alarm” thal
you played with Custard in your very
first months with the band. What
happened lo that song?

| went off it.

David has claimed Who's Gerald was
the worst band ever. What did you
think of Who's Gerald?

| liked them,
PAGE 5

| saw them once.



they seemed to be playing lots of obvious
covers in almost unrecognisable form.

Is it true that you were once a carpenter?
Yes. 90% enthusiasm. ;

What about Art College?
What did you do there?

Tried to please the
lecturers and brought
up a baby.

How did you meet Bob
Moore?

He walked past me in
the print-making stu-
dio, looked at my
etching, and said
“that’s shit mate”. That's
Aussie for “pleased to meet
you".We were mates from
then on.

What was the Tumbling Tumbleweeds?

It was a cowboy band.We dressed like
cowboys and played cowboy songs. We
busked on the Queen St Mall every Friday
and Saturday night. 10 songs. Over and
over again, :

And Madam Bones Brothel?

That was an incongruous mix of almost
everything. Pretty much an intensely self
indulgent cabaret band in the end. Actually
they're still going.

You have often stated your fondness for
“Control Group”. Why is this?

It was the first band that | got to sing and
play guitar in. And it was my favourite band
name.

Will you ever get your record label “The
Horse of Australia” going?

The Horses Of Australia.Yes

What do you think of the new album?

It's more my style.

¥
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Bob Moore

"AND
OHN
WINGLE

SAID..."

By John Wm. Swingle

Tim first time I saw Custard play was on an over

cast Thursday night at the Orient Hotel. Just
the day before my friend Cassidy had played
me a song of theirs he’d taped off Triple Zed radio
some song called DEAE. “Where's my umbrella?/ |
need it now/ where’s my umbrella?/ it's coming
down!/ before you know it you'll be acting like &
lemon machine/ before you know it
you'll be acting like a lemon
machine!” It was fast, funky,

dumb and catchy. I LIKED it. [ :
just HAD to see these guys live. %] o {

f course on stage... i B
Otoguthen,.they were .

unforgettable. : O F SR
CrazySexyCool. And the : i i
SONGS! So damned catchy ',‘3 e
and ENERGISED. The singer - e
sang in a high pitched yelp :
that sounded urgent and fran- &Y
tic, daft and romantic, all at e
once. The drummer and bassist o 7
kept the beat fast and busy, and the ¥ An
guitar player was doing his best just old Custard

trying poster with The

CLAST EVER SHOW™ I(]g(.'lh(.‘r the four of
them created a mood
that night that I'll never

to keep Melniks as support
TR MELES -
r«s y

L E forget. I walked out after
g L the show on a high. |
= B knew I'd just discovered
A B something wonderful.
X L
. LT 2
s o
E ¥

»

= minimiim chips
SUN 3rd MAY - THE CHELSEA

Eve - fros Taps for First FIFty papess

The poster that
advertised the Melniks'
last ever show

A study in detail:

‘WAHDDT I BOOKLET

1e picture of David McCormack here was taken at 52
Bradley St Spring Hill. The woman lying beside him is
Maureen Hansen. For a while in 1993/94 David lived in
house next to his parents. 52 Bradley St was used as
home, a practice room and an occasional studio. You'll
notice the Esquire magazine on the floor, the suitcase and
orange soda siphon (which belonged to David).
This picture was shown to David by a DSS worker, accom-

panied by the question, “Is this you?". See Cus-zine 0.

H
E

There are two guitars leaning up against the wall behind Paul’s head.
One is his Ibanez Roadstar, (now owned by Tracy). James Straker is

-;Mbrhl'ad’slﬂamzﬂasswlichwu can see him playing in the
E&ﬁm clip. The Aria Pro 2 was Paul’s first bass.

You'll notice that the VJ panelling in the wall
behind Matt is of a horizontal nature. The distinc-
yellowy paint work is also of interest. Why?
Because it is the same as the walls behind Paul

2 9. This is because both photos were

in the same house, and indeed on the same
morning. Paul and Matt shared a house in Kelvin
! for a while in 1993-1994.
The guitar gently resting against
s bed has since disappeared.

chest and wearing some incredibly fashionable shorts: it’s a
_beautiful image. There’s that soda siphon again. This shot
was taken when Danny lived in Paddington.
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DROWNINC

BY NUMBERS

B. Cuive To CusTLRD BOOK-KEEPING

By PEul VR MagewW

band is A business, A legal parivership
founded on The basis of generating income

As such, it is vital thar the sources of income

and Any expenses iNcURRed iN iTs GENERATION bE
documented and accounted for. Where did the
money come [rom and where did it go?

Ithough it is possible 10 do this Accounting

with A red felr pen and a blank sheer of A4

PAPER; i is [aR EasiEr 1O UsE A compurerized
system. | personally recommend at least a Pentium
based PC running Windows 95 . THere is A variery
of accounting sofrware packages on THe marker bur
MYOB ( Mind Your Own Business) is the defacto
indusTry standard and as such is the sofrware of
choice. Version 8 of MYOB olfers excellent
iNTeEGRATION With Microsolt Excel and is highly
recommended

YOB works on A

rraditional double

ENTRY ACCOUNTING
system. This is by no means The
EASIEST OR MOST INTUITIVE
approach 10 bookkeeping bur
once The basic concepr has

§ been Grasped, it offers a fairly
Paul, avec earring,
sans natural hair

colour in the heady
days of 1993

robust and foolprool means of
tracking all financial comings
and GOiNGS
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his system requires THat all Transacrions be

AssiGhEd TO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS And MONEY CAN

only be transferred berween accounts. It is A
closed structure in which everything must have A
place. For insTance,
there 'would be an
ACCOUNT NAME
‘performance fees'
wHERE ANy MONEY [ROM

MONEY MUsT THEN be
distributed 10 vARiOUS
EXPENSE ACCOUNTS
There would be an
AccounT for Gear Mire,
AN ACCOunt for
accommodarion
EXPENSES, AN ACCOUNT
for waqes erc. The
INCOME AMOUNT MUST
always balance wirh
THE VARIOUS EXPENSE

ACCOUNTS, A nonchalant Paul in 1991

Shane Bruun is playing drums
f course, in the background.
THERE is
much room for ‘creaTive accounTing’ in
order 10 minimize the tax liability incurred [rom
GENERATING INCOME. Beer, cigarertes and any illicir
substances can be writren into THe ‘meals’ or

"ENTERTAINMENT' Accounts and thus legiTimised.

ther methods

involve nor

recording the full
amounT EARNED from A show
This has the advantage of
easily GENERATING A NET loss
ON pApER. THE REMAINING
moniEs can THen be quietly
redistributed. This ofren
involves a financial kickback

10 THE VENUE iN ORAER TO EnsURE THAT THEIR RECORdS

match your own should any guestions be asked
Support bands can also be ‘overpaid’, as can Th
road crew, PA Hire companies e1c. In fact

A whole coverr system operates whereby all

Distriburion of Custard Income*

David McCormack

Glenn Thompson

Manhew Srrong

Longshor

Bug

Dylan McCormack**
Taxation

*ahier expenses, and during period Paul Medew was
band Accountant

** Also lan McConrmack, Andrew Lancaster and
other performers and song writers

aspects of the business variously
overcharge and underpay in order 10

In Billions

justily exTRACTING AS Much MONEY As
possible Irom punters, paying as lirle Tax
As possible And thereby Generaring
enormous personal wealth for The band

C ':/-;»/

R b

and iT's ASSOCIATES.

~ Custard's case, even The various offshore

holdings and extensive real estate inTerests of The

band are legitimised by declaring them as Assers
held by ficritious charity organisations sponsored
by the group

aturally it is imporrant thar initially At least,

A veneer of humility be maintained in order

NOT TO Raise suspicions of audacious wealth.
In THe final eQuation of Art versus COMMERCE, iT is
vital Thar the myth of thie struggling arrist be
pERpETUATE.

r

Custard Assers

‘9% 96 R 98 bt

*projected



YOU'YE OFTEN BEEN CAPTURED NUDE ON
FILM. A.NY RECRETS?

No.

Musicians LIKE BiLLy Bracc. AND ONE OR
TWO OTHERS. ARE JUST LOUD MOUTH CITS.
WouLp You ACREE?

No.

Kerm RICHARDS (1 THINK) ONCE SAID ALL
YOU NEED TO PLAY CUITAR IS TWO FINCERS
AND AN Ass! WHaAT caN YOU ADD TO
WEITHS wisnow?

Actually, all you need is two hands and a crown
lager.

HAVE YOU BEEN OFFERED MONEY FROM
VicToria BITTER FOR ONSTACE
ENDORSEMENT OF THEIR
PRODUCT?

No, | drink Crown Lager.

WHEN CUSTARD DO SAY NO
TO DRUCS CONCERTS (EC
ALBERT PARK. AUCUST
1898) voEs THE IRONY
HURT?

No comment.

Now 4 LOT OF FOOTBALL
PLAYERS CLAIM THAT

HAVINC SEX BEFORE THE
CAME BRINCS THEW BAD
LUCK. DO YOU BELIEVE IN BAD
LUcK?

Sex is never bad luck and | hate football.

WHATS YOUR PREFERRED CUITAR SLIDE —
THE BOTTLE OR THE CAN?

Slide, but usually there is only a bottle around.
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MAEEMNEN
RoRERT S7RONG

Matt in 1993

Do You THINK CUSTARD TANES YOUR
WILDER SIDE. BUT AT THE SAME TINE YOU
TAME CUSTARD'S MORE CONSERVATIVE
INCLINATIONS?

Custard has never tamed me. And | have never
tamed Custard. If there was no Custard, there
would be no me. If there was no me there would
be no taming of me.

HAVE YOU EVER SHASHED A CUITAR?

I have had 15 guitars and now | have one so |
guess | have smashed 14 except for the one that
my ex flatmate Clinton Staggoll, 16 Parry Street,
Bulimba, 4171 ph: 07 3395 5224 hocked without
my knowledge, so if you would like to call him
and complain, like | have tried to, please do.

You once sam - Davios ALWAYS
TRYINC TO MAKE WE OUT TO BE
SOME BIC ROCK PIC . A.RE YOU
HAPPY WITH THE ROCK PIC INACE
YOU EXVDE?

Yep, it's a hard job but someone has to
do it.

CUSDAD TOLD NE YOU BROVCHT
You 2w | BACK TO THE SPRING
HILL PRACTICE ROOM THAT TINE,
WHY DID THEY NEED THE PRACTICE
ROON?

Who gives a fuck.

IVE HEARD YOU WERE ONCE A
ROADIE FOrR You Aw 19 1s THIS
TRUVE? IF SO. HOW DID THIS COME ABOUT?

| am embarrassed about that and if | knew what |
knew now | would never have done it.

WHATS YOUR CRIMINAL HISTORY?
— Van surFnc?

| have always been an advocate of van surfing, it's
not for the faint hearted.

— Civine Davio McCorMACK'S NANE
INSTEAD OF YOURS TO THE COPS?

Yep, it's all true.

— How YOU WERE ARRESTED AFTER
ARCUINC WITH YR CIRLFRIEND ON THE
STREET? (IMMORTALISED IN THE SONC THE
Druw)

Yep, it's all true, she deserved it.

— THE CANNABIS POSSESSION CHARCE N
19869

| was never charged with cannabis possession but
I had 6 undercover cops raid my house and bust
me with a bong while my flat mate (as per above)
was found with heroin and he never got charged.
Work that out! But the fingerprinting lady still
asked me for my autograph so fuck her.

WHERE WERE YOU BORN AND RAISED?D

I was born and raised in a place called Ridgewood
which is west of Cooroy.

Has warrIACE cHANCED YOU?
Yes. :

A.RE YOU REALLY THE NEW
MaTTHEW 2

That's up to you to find out.

WouLD YOU LIKE TO TELL US A
LITTLE ABOUT A.NOUK?

Matthew: 1992

Yes, she is the most wonderful person that | have
ever met in my whole entire life. She makes my
heart beat faster than it ever has before. | love her
dearly and would do anything for her. Yes, | do
have a heart!

WAs IT HARD FOR YOU TO MOVE TO
SYoNEY? Do YOU LIKE IT DOWN THERED?

No, not for the woman of my dreams but it was
hard for me to drive down in my ‘74

purple Kingswood with bald tyres while my future
wife had been out all night on the piss and was
completely unconscious by the time | arrived.

How pip YOU CET INTO SURFINC?

Mick Campbell (#2 surfer in the world) happened

to offer me
the job and |
gave him
guitar
lessons in
return but
obviously
who is get-
ting the
best deal
considering
he is surfing
all over the world

11 months of the year,

Matt in Logan, 1996
with guitar number 13.
Photo by Penny Bradfield

WHaT was Static ExHaLe?

When David and | were going out together, we
formed a goth gay band called Static Exhale but
when we worked out our true feelings we broke
the band up and formed the heterosexual band
Custard.

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN YOU FIRST WET
Davn?

| fell in love at first sight.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE CUSTARD SONC?
Wuy?

“A Job in Rock n Roll" because it is probably our
most honest song. How honest of me.

DEEPEST FEAR?
No beer or sex.
FAvouRITE NOVELD?

Perfume (or Single White Email ‘cause it made me
understand my wife - barf!!11)

LEAST FAVOURITE MOVIE?

Ring me about this one and | will tell you. My
wife is watching me. It has something to do with
Keanu Reeves.

¥
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Magoo, you are he mosh sought after A Createer Hits = Blave

sound engineer/ producer in khe coun-
bry right now and it's nob just “cause
of Ghosa rental videos you forgos ko
return. Whab is your secreb?

Well | do have a habit of returning
videos back late and consequently
have a large collection of Video
outlet memberships, but | think
you're right - that's not why. |
guess it's because | have an
open mind (| hope) and

a stupid name that’s

easy to remember. 3

David said Ghab bhese
recordings were as lo-fi as
Custard have ever heen.
Would you agree and was bhis
your suggesbion or Gheirs?

| guess they are. Not too lo-fi | hope.
| don't generally consider lo-fi a dirty
word because | guess when | listen to
rock or pop or whatever, | do prefer
It to have a bit of character and not
be too gleaming with an artificial
shine. | hope that | helped Custard
make the record that they wanted to
make. There was no real conscious
decision to make the record sound
this or that. Ve just made a record.

(Whe old desert island Shing.) If you
were brapped on, say a desers island
Ghat had 2 280 volt mains and 2 kickin
shereo syshem. What 3 (8, 5 albums)
would you wanb 5o have with you?
(And 2nswers like "5he spoken word
version of Ghe hest selling hook, “How
0 escape a desert island’ are silly and
will nok be Golerated)

|.Abbey Road — The Beatles
2. Instrumental Boxed Set — Brian
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4, Actung Baby — U2
5.The Singles — The Police

| love best-ofs in general.

And the ohvious: Wihat CD (5) are cur-
renbly in your machine, ab home,
RIGHY NOWI?

| only have a single CD play-
er, but lately I've been lis-
tening to Air, Sean Lennon,
the new Underworld
record, Heaven or Las Vegas
- The Cocteau Twins,
} Loveless - My Bloody
Valentine.

Your real name is Lachian
Bould. Where did "Magoo”
come from?

My real name is actually Angus
Lachlan Kelvin Goold. My father’s
name is also Angus and it is a Scottish
tradition to pass on your name to
your son. This is also a very silly tra-
dition so my parents have always
called me Lachlan. My friends at
school gave me the nickname Magoo
due to a variety of reasons. One was
because of my last name - Goo. One
was because if | did something stupid
I'd always do it twice and somehow
“Magoo you've done it again” seemed
to fit. | also used to do these stupid
impressions of Mr Magoo from the
return of series. It was very stupid
and | can't go back there again.

Are you awarg of hese meanings of
"magoo” 1. sex appeal, as in “she's gob
some magoo.” 2. 2 hig shot, as in
"Bruce Ruxton is chisf magoo a6 she
RSL, and also a pink shirt wearing fat
sbinky burd” and, ironically 3. a cus-
tard pie used by ackors 5o Ghrow ab

JdoO

ong anoGher... i.8. “You skupid Magool”
4, magoo is also the name of some
bizarre sex ach.

(From: hb6p://www.magoo.com/magao/)

I was unaware of all of these mean-
ings. It is very ironic though how |
can fit all of these meanings at one
time and not even know it. The world
is a very strange place indeed.

How and why did you get into bhe
aspech of bhe music indussry you're
int

Well this is not a short story, but
here goes. | obviously love music and
have done for some time now. When
| was |5 | had guitar lessons with a
friend of mine. | could play but in
general | had to practice to be any
good.This friend of mine didn't prac-
tice at all and was amazing. He had a
gift | did not - coordination. (Oh
Magoo). He went on to be in many
varied bands whilst | just hung
around. | even roadied a bit for him. |
just loved the whole thing. When |
left school | didn't even consider
music as a career. | enrolled in a
Mechanical Engineering degree at
QUT. | hated every minute but could
not think of anything else to do. |
used to go to Alternative music night-
clubs on weekends and it was here
that | met Jeff Lovejoy. He was an up
and coming engineer. Through just
hanging out with him | became inter-
ested in mixing. During my third year
at Uni | did a sound engineering
course at night. After this mixing for
bands became my part-time job.
During 4th year | did my thesis on an
Audio related subject. When | fin-
ished uni ( yes | have a degree in
Mechanical engineering ) there was
not much work around for graduates.
Just a bad year. Good for me though.
| applied and applied for jobs but had
no luck. | basically became very bored
on the dole and Jeff swung me a job

at Red Zedz Rehearsal and
Recording studios (you might see
some of these names on the lucky
star single). $40 bucks a night and |
could hang out in the studio as much
as | alike. Eventually | was recording
demos whilst | toured the country
mixing live for bands like The Dream
Killers, Pangaea, and Powderfinger.
From this | did a Pangaea CD and
some Dream Killers ones as well.
Eventually | did Regurgitator (Ben
was in Pangaea) and it was from
here that it all began. Wow, that got
pretty boring didn't it.

You wouldn's have known the name of
Ghe album 2s you were recording ib.
Do you bhink the bitle fiks what you
layed down? Is ity hetpful, or would it
be hetpful knowing a CO's Gikle as you
record it?

| actually didn't know the title until |
read these questions. | think it's a
great title. It suits everything so
much. Almost a concept album. |
think it's really hard to title an album
before it's finished. It’s like before
you record them they're just a bunch
of songs, but once you've recorded
them it's more like one complete
picture. (You hope).

Further, €0 covers aifech how you
perceive bhe sounds on 5he €D, For
inshance bhe White alhum sounds
“white”. Wisenhzimer sounds metal-
lic ebc. Would you agree? Would it be
hielpiul knowing what; the album
cover is going %o look like hefors you
start recording 2 £D?

| agree totally, it's just really hard to
put images to an idea that is not yet
totally finished (i.e. an unrecorded
song). Once everything is finished
and is a whole, | think the overall
image of an album is clearer. But hey
there are no rules. If there was an
image of an album cover before we
started the record | think it would
only effect me if | thought it was
total shit. If it didn't fit the music (in
my opinion). | don't think the Beatles
were in the studio saying “No, no do

“I don’t think
the Beatles
were in the

studio saying

‘No, no do that

take one more

time Ringo, and
this time make
it whiter.’”

that take one more time Ringo, and
this time make it whiter"

What's your favourite srack on
Loverama?

“Pluto Pts | & 2", if that's what it’s
still called. It's like every aspect of
the album condensed and put
into one song. Pure genius.

Can | 2sk you o descrihe
tifie recording process in
hires of the songs on
loverama?

2) Ladies and gentiemen
i) Monkey

¢) Fuany

“Ladies & Gentlemen” is one of the

more straight forwardly recorded
songs on Loverama. If it aint broke
don't fix it. The highlight of recording
this song was the violin. We decided
to try and make the song as dramat-
ic as possible, to suit the lyric. Strings
were talked about and Glen told me
about this guy he knew. John Bone
was his name. Everyone | spoke to
about this guy said he was amazing.
It's pretty strange when people build
someone up to be great. You get a
picture in you're head that's pretty
hard to match. Anyway he came to
do the track. He didn't really even
want to hear the song before he
went in to record it. No one men-
tioned keys or the vibe required. He
just did his thing and it was truly
amazing.

“Monkey" is a different story alto-
gether. It was my idea to sequence
the song due to the cyber nature of

the song and also the repetitiveness
of the music. Thankfully Andrew
"Computer Genius” Lancaster was
with us. Between us we got every
technological tool available to us and
we were unstoppable. One of the
highlights being Andrew's Guitar
Licks. | actually edited this song at
home on my computer because we
all agreed that it was great and we
could milk it a lictle longer: | love
modern technology.

“Funny” again tells another story. lan
McCormack’s lyrics set the scene for
this one. It had to be twee in the
verses and out of control in the cho-
rus'. For me this one is vibe over
sound. It could've sounded better,
but probably at the expense of some
vibe.Vibe has to be the hardest thing
to capture in a recording, so if

it’s there you can’t argue

with it, you just have to go
with it.

As 2 producar, what is
your role vibi-
mabely?

P ol
‘\“::-]:{ It's pretty cryptic
these days with
Edthe amount of stuff
you can do in the bedroom. For me
it is to trying to make the song as
good as possible. That is to make
sure that the point is clear and
everything is there for a reason. | ask
a lot “What is the song about”. |
could go on for days, but won't.

Rypobhetically, how would you con-
vince 2 band o bake 2 complebely dif-
ferent direckion o the arrangement
and recording of 2 song if they were
sheadlash on how Ghings ware going
o be?

I'd just try and explain to them that |
didn’t feel that the current direction
was as good as it could be. I'd have
to have a good case to back myself
up. It's amazing, the right words just
seem to come out of my mouth at
the right time, If they don't then
maybe | was wrong anyway. Everyone
is an individual and has different

Continued pag 27 =>




CABOOLTURE 8

INSTRUGTONS

fi CUT OUT YR FAVE
CUSTARO.

f: USE ONLY ONE DicE.
f FIRST TO HEAVEN

DAUSE WE FEEL
SORRY FOR YOU 29

FRED NILE TRIES
UNSUCGESSFULLY TO
BAN LOVERAMA
MAINTAINING 1T WILL
ENCOURAGE TOO MucH
SEXUAL FREEDOM IN
YOUNGSTERS. SALES IN
'BIBLE BELT PLUMMETT,

GUSTARD DON'T
GRRE.& Fr';m 210

=

CUSTARD MAGNET

A4 SUCKS YOU IN
TO BUYING ALL
"=_ 5 VERSIONS OF

g —~ HIT SONG SINGLE.

3,

1’5 OFFGIALL ANDREW
LANCASTER BECOMES
PERMANENT SEMI-
GASUAL. PART-TIME,
MAYBE MEMBER Of

6O AlEAD 4

WiNs.

i WHEN YOU LAND
ON A SQUARE, DO
WHAT T sAYS
STRAIGHT AWAY.
f: HAVE FUN

SPEED LAB
RAIDED BY GOpPS.
DISAPPOINTED @y A TALL BUILDING
éUUhSKTIiSR DBOYGOT FALLS ON TOp
. OF GLENN. 00pS
G0 FwD 2 @ %%?RY GLEN%
‘ BAGK
o 4‘ SPADES @ MUSIG APPREGIATING ALIENS
A il | INVADE EARTH. GLENN GETS
@ (® __.o9 GO BACK 2
L_,O_-_-(_.O ------ . ___UD _____ GD BLAME _TL [‘.n\ﬂh. i
WIERD AL YANKOVIG W e A
: PAUL LEARNS R&EaSESFv'_ ‘60 HAVE
FOLLOW THE THE TRUTH A PAP'. FINALLY E
FANDANGO T | e THE DEVIL
DANGE STEPS ol O FWD 1
TO SQUARE 45 44 00 BAGK 2 qa||oREBRATE 4 e
’“\
m— PAUL TAKES A
GHANNEL § BUY. WRONG TURN RM&B GUSTARD | Wi waoo Tt
0 | s i "D“E g2V RIS | ON THE WAY %PAT Y LOVERAMA' WiLL | | isesiierdango’
THE TELEVISON, | ERmeasPANRtl | 10 wONTHAGGI | ¢ T THE WORD | OUTSELL HUMAN
THEY FAIL TO SEE . B :
YOUR ALONE, WITHOUT A £ RO : ALSO FAIL TO Le:f@ BAGK E%EDR NATURE
TELEPHONE & WiTH THE | | THE IRONY. gl | T0 24 4y TiFG™ SLIDE DOWN
SAME OLD rarsTYLE.  ||GO F¥D 1 gy 80 0l B/ & W0 8\ | BUITAR LEAD
HAVE ANOTHER TURN i (x| ‘:ﬂ Z 35

IN A TRAGIC ACGIDENT

MATT INJURES NECK DUE TO

HIS UNORTHADOX MIGRO-

PHONE TECHNIQUE, HE PULLS

A HAMSTRING WITH HigH
KICK AND DISLOGATES A
FINGER DOING THE DEVIL'S
SALUTE, SEE"PHYSH@
FOR TWO TURNMS.

PORT |

PLANE TO
SOUTH AMERICA F
PRE-BOOKED BY
CHEMISTS AND

WITCHDOGTORS,
WAIT AT AIR-
80 2

i T

{ T PAUL GAUGHT

1| EMBEZZLING
GUSTARD MONEY
FR GIGARETTES,

80 BAGK 3 3

REDI

APARTMENT
CATGHES. FIRE]
INTERIOR

"w.s:% cOLOUR
REALLY IS

MAGOO INJURES |
WRIST TWIDDLING

CRASH AT THE
CUSTARD
INTERNET
SERVIGE
PROVIDER.
CUSDAD IN
HOSPITAL. J

GO Back 7 18

A KNOB TOO
HARD )
GO BAcK 2 18

16

DIM HAS AN OFF MATT FINDS A
DAY, FEELS MORE BEER IN THE RIDER
LIKE GEORGE HE THOUGHT HE'D
INSTEAD. ALREADY DRUNK
Milss ONE GO AHEAD 8
TURN 4 2

START




i Dayin
the Life of DL

Lemon juice diluted in water,
fipple Carrot and Celery Juic,

porridge, Java, hunch (personal
choice), dinner (personal
(hmw] darts, beer or wine

“ g_mlj Daqs fisa
~ Street Press lllrlter

These street press writers can be rather average when
they want to be. | used to write years nofoumm— '
zine Qlle& BJ}.ITIJ (5nihant ﬂndﬂwound El'llmc

My Bad tlwnght that one up for me.| dlé record
reviews. | reviewed hoaesﬁq and Iammm know
 that the opinions in my review section were my very
subjective opinions. | reviewed some Screamfeeder
- aapand awholelotofather it the way|
 wanted to. | said it was shit! Anyhow, soon
everyone was complaining saying, you ant saq that
about other Brisbane bands, etc, etc. | was “sacked”, if
“sacked” i the right word, it entails that you get paid, |
nmrgotwnt inféqetmmpmmrdi(e» .....

mediocre cumphmti because s and s s0s ipeaémq X
- amount of dollars with their shitty
. uﬁ-nmdiung wwm'- .
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backstage

review copies). $o, as much as | don't like bad reviews, |
guess it is better than some lame old hack witing some

at the zoo

{Note: To protect the quilty 4 character's name in this adaptation has been
changed.)

David and Matthew are in the comer of the Zoo band room enjoying a beer
and a cigarettte when up comes Lou Reed, ex-Yelvet Underground, dear
friend and songwriter,

LR: Hey Guys

DM MS: Hey Lou Reed, how are you?

LR: Yeah, | am pretty qood.

DM: Great!

MS: Wanna beer?

LR: Sure.. thanks

Hatt goes to the esky and returns with a fresh

icey cold crown lager for Lou Reed.

LR: Hey quys, | just heard a rumour...

DM: What?

MS: Whatis it? 4

LR: Well, | dunno if | should mention it.

DM: (o ahead.

MS: Yeah, whatis it?

LR: Well, | just heard the most ridiculous thing. It just can not
be true.

DM: What on earth s it?

MS: (getting angry) Yeah, what the FUCK is it?

LR: Is it true that Paul Medew has been in Custard for 10 years
and he has never owned his own bass amp.

DM: Damn straight.

M5: He used to use my Savaqe quitar amp, but now we hire
him one everywhere we go.

LR: Are you saying itis true? How can that be? It must cost
you a fortune to hire amps everywhere for him. It is about

" 340 per giq to hire a bin. That is a lot of money, What a

fucking waste of money,

(enter Paul Medew)

PM: Hi quys

{fade to black)

The Many faces of DLM: Clockwise from tap left:
=David in 1987. Shot for Courier Mail story on Who's Gerald?

= David avec moustache in 1996. It's hard tosee,
but trust me, it is there,

- David in early 1999

= 1994, just before he got the crew cut for Wahooti
=191 Youngblood photo shoot.

was about to walk into the Empire Hotel when | spied one lan Wadley
checking out the bus timetable across the street, | alled out “Hey Wadley™
and he saw me and proceeded to cross the street. | asked him to join me for a
schooner of Guiness. e got ourselves a table inside the pool room. It was
okay, the loud techno music hadn't started yet but the lights were being
dimmed. It couldmit be far away. For some reason my foot was tapping, proba-
bly some nervous thing, and this realy annoyed Wadley. | aid sorry and pat-
ted his stomach. lan is infeasibly thin, one of the thinnest people | know. fs |
joke | passed a comment on how fat he was. He laughed and then said “Sorry to
treat you like a public fipure, but | was talking about you with some of my
friends the other day and | said how you seem to bave lost some of the weight
you 5o obviously pained last year” Well it is true.
henever | am at the airport | an not resist jumping on the baggage
UJ scabe to check out my weight. Just by doing that you seem to pet
lighter | am stillthe heaviest person in the band coming in at just
under Boky, next is Matthew, then Glenn and of course the lightest is Paul

Medew.
FUCK OFF ‘

AND DIE CUNTS

- ADeath Wish Manifesto

From Davey McCormack
As Matthew says, ‘If You Don't Like It, Fuck

OFF!" | agree with him on that one.
Eventually, we will all be dead. (Fven Matthew!)

david | mccormack

[



1 was a glorious Melbourne night. A trouble-

making Iriend of mine decided il was a perfect

night for hunfing — her favourite calch being
pop bands, Being weak-minded and bored, | had
no choice but fo follow. We came across a copy of
Inpress and scanned the gig guide for would-be
victims, Custard were playing af the Armadale.
Everything was falling into place.

After finishing off two bottles of Carrington Blush
champagne each, and sefting our make-up guns fo
"whore’ (actually, they were stuck there), we stum-
bled to a faxi and made our way o the hotel, fell
up the stairs and propped ourselves up on the bar
while the band played, and devised a scheme fo
make our way backstage.

As if furns out no scheming was necessary. We
were female and had automatic access, according
to the bouncers who guarded the backstage doors.
The room was finy and musical equipment had
been piled info  tower in order fo accommodate
the band themselves. The supporfing bands had fo
make do in the back of their Tarago. We wedged
ourselves between the other fans who had man-
aged fo coerce their way backstage including two
hopeful looking teens complete with long greasy
hair and acne who looked up o the Custard boys
with a sickening kind of schoolboy admirafion. The
other was the standard nerdy [at guy with glasses
wearing the XXX large size Pseudo Echo T-shirt
he'd purchased at the reunion gig a few months
back, and a pair of checked board shorts that he
was guaranteed fo wear even in the middle of a
harsh Melbourne winter. He was cluiching a black
Jexta and his ultra-rare copy of the Rockfish Anna
pink vinyl which, when at home, was lovingly nes-
tled next fo Boney M, Bucks Fizz and Kiss col-
lectibles. It was obvious what was required fo get
the band’s attention. My Iriend casually reminded
me that the bouncers did say that only women

were allowed backstage, and we ligured there was -

a reason lor that. She singled out the member that
was ignoring us the leas!, unmuhuﬂunn

mind signing this... | mean, thesel” Unforfunately
the only person who looked inferested was the big
quy in the Fshirt. He did offer us the use of his
black texta, though. However embarrassed fhe
band looked af the suggesfion, it seemed that the
altention-seeking device had been a success and
the invitation back o the lucrative hotel room was
1o ensue. Alter pouring enough social lubricant
down our throats to be the life of all parfies being
held across three states, we set off in search of the
hotel.

“She singled out the
member that was

ignoring us the least,
unbuttoned her shirt
to the waist, handed
him a pen and said,
“Do you mind signing
this..I mean, these?”

Finding it was not difficult. In a state far from
sobriety, finding the room was another matier
enfirely. Our most desperale mission was finding
somewhere fo relieve our bladders, which were on
the verge of exploding. Of course the mos! logical
place for a drunk fo take a slash was in the near-
est fire exit, which we had no trouble finding
whatsoever. We laughed hysterically af the sound
ol it trickling down ihe stairs.

Feeling a little more focussed, we found the room
no frouble af all. We had pictured it o be mega-
huge. Models would line the walls. Dwarls would
be carrying around gold rays stacked with
cocaine. Members of The Fauves would be propped
up in comers. We expecled journos fo be hiding
behind bushes, waiting lor that lucrative photo
opportunity.

Boy, were we sure in for a shock, for the room was
only slightly better than the toilet block Iheym
interv

star apariment were three band members (the mys-
terious Matthew Strong had long since disap-
peared) and their babysitling manager sitfing
around a dusty old coffee table on orange vinyl
kitchen chairs. They were drinking he paliry
remains of the rider from the hotel which consist-
ed of none ofher than cans of VB and Strongbow-
the sweet variety that no one drinks. Nasty stains
on the carpet were hidden by cigarelte butts,
emply cans of beer, and an old pair of red jocks.
There was no siga of Kate Fischer now or ever hav-
ing been there. II this was lile af the op for
Australian pop stars, we wanted no part of it.

Taking a stash of Strongbow and Marlboro Red we
wenl and hid ourselves in the shared band bed-
room. We picked the biggest bed in the room and
used as a frampoline for a while until we got
bored or something, and then went through their
suilcases instead. All we found were more pairs of
red jocks.

A curious Dave poked his head round the comer a
couple of fimes. “You've got to see this,” he said
1o the others in disbeliel, catching us using the
bed as a frampoline. No one was particularly
interested, except for Paul, whose furn with the
double bed it was that evening. The manager’s
polite “Sorry girls but the band would like fo go
fo sleep now” came way foo late as we had
already passed out on Paul’s bed. The next morn-
ing we were bribed with fickels in order fo ge! us
out of the apariment as soon as possible. Of
course, | have been backstage af many a Custard
gig since, but since | am a maser of disquise, not
the slightest licker of recognition has passed on
their faces when | atlempt o speak fo any of
them. Until one day Paul once gave me a peculiar
stare, and said, “Have | met you belorel” “Errrr,
no, | don’t think so.” | lied, employing all of my
bad acting skills. | got the hell out of there just in
case he made the connection, and my pristine
reputation remains fo this day infacl,

OW formed in 1991 around
‘ Robert Moore, a Brisbane artist

and musician. Bob had studied
art in Toowoomba and coincidentally
attended Ipswich Grammar like David
and Paul. Bob, however was much
older. He was in year 12 when David
and Paul were in Grade B. David —
“Big Bob Moore went to the same
high school as me, so | knew him as a
much more mature man who could
grow a beard. Glenn said to me one
day, 'you wanna start a country and
western band with this guy | know
called Bob Wildebeast?' | saud su
That, my friend, is how |
got to reacquaint myself
with Bob.” David was
delighted to be a part of
something other than
Custard. This was David's
chance to get seriously
weird. Cow became the
launching pad for David's
other side-projects. The
band's success was to
give David confidence to
start up many more bands.

Earlier, Glenn and Bob had met in
Toowoomba, at Art College. Together
they had formed a few bands like the
Tumbling Tumbleweeds and Perfect
Secret

Cow often played live with the sup-
port of the Sirloin Sisters, a band Bob
actually encquraged to form to add
to the dangerously eclectic cocktail
that Cow already was. The Sirloin
Sisters were Suzi and
Maureen Hansen. Maureen
had known Bob through
the local art circles and this
is how she was introduced
to David Liam.

At one stage Cow spawned
a band called Calf. David  -oam A
— "Calf was Bob and me

doing a few country songs,
him on acoustic and me on

A Bob Moore painting
entitled "Brisbane”

ﬁCus-nmb
g‘mam .BMf

bm‘r Suow

guitar. | think we only did
about 3 gigs.”

The CD “Beard" was
released in 1995. Its 15
songs were a mess of
sounds that at first
appeared brutally incoher-
ent; but a few listens later
they started to make sense. Then,
eventually, you realised how impres-
sive this CD actually was. Beard is a
classic. Beard shouldn't really be
described as eclectic, nor quirky. It's
more ‘weird'. It's just plain crazy. But
good crazy. Strange confusions of
sound and arrangements that do and
don't fit together. The mix sounds
very lo-fi and trebly. (Some of the
album was recorded on 4 track at 52
Bradley Street.)

The Phantom surfboards sponsership
on the cD face was something Bob

§ managed to

i dream up and
negotiate,
Alledgedly

4 Phantom coughed
up $500 towards
the production

costs.

David has 4
songs: “Cascading
Woodblocks,
Cascading
Woodblocks”, (no
that's not a misprint) Funky Blues,
Gentle Persuasion and Home Cookin,
Cascading Woodblocks is a strangish
instrumental. Funky Blues, the final
track is a bluesy jam. Home Cookin is
a very short song sung by David with
guitar by Dylan and words co-written
by Maureen Hansen. The song is
about Maureen'’s home cookin, some-
thing David loved. David's best song
on this CD is Gentle Persuation,
which centres on a camni-
++  valesque organ sound.

Glenn has three songs:
“Triton warrior”, “Tall
Buildings" and “Cruisin”
All are apparently his first
real forays into songwrit-
ing. | think “Crusin” is the
best of these three but a
lot will disagree with me

¥ Special guest Robert

mwr

cushard side projech profile

Forster has the only truly country
song on the
CD, entitled
"Every Man
for Miles”.

Bob has the
rest. | can't
help but lik-
ing Bob's
more rock ‘n’
roll sounding
songs. Songs like Mole Sucker [Karate
Mix) and the brilliant Hot Box which is
the best song on the CD.

Maria Quiet is the most intriguing
song on the CD. Although a cover, it
is hauntingly surreal and Twin
Peaksesque. Margy Ruddy sings,
Glenn plays the xylophone.

From COW sprouted the incredible
Computor. Computor has proven to
be way ahead of its time. Although
heavily derivative of music like
Kraftwerk, Computor were well ahead
of bands like Happyland and
Regurgitator.

These days Cow has pretty much dis-
banded. | doubt they will play again
live though | am sure Bob is keen to
release his hordes of taped Cow
material someday.

¥
COW ROLL OF HONOUR




the seerel history of custard part
[ and IV, sage trip

L the start of 1995, life was grand for
A}irish:uw bnd Custard. Their first major

ecord. Wahooli Fandangy” was powering
up the chants. radio stations were giving them
ample air time, new fans were Lurnisig on o
their music by the thousands and it seemed thal
every fashion store in town stocked nothing but
Cuustard elothing. Unless something unforeseen
happened. the bays were set to go down in histo-
ty as Lhe new Cold Chisel. But near the end of
hiat golden summet. the walls eame swldenly
crashing down.

A andom drug test condueted afler a gig in
Brisbane on the 9tk of February revealed that
Just prior 1o his appearance onslage. Malthew
Robert Strong had ingested somewhere in the
vicinity of two 1o three beess. The musie world
went into shock. Rock u Roll icons as promi
nent as lan “Molly” Meldrum, Glenn A Baker.
Dylan Lewis and Daryl Somers rushed 1o defend
the reputation of the Australian Music lndustry.
+ slamming Custard and their shameful behav-
iour.

hie: Custard think tank went into disaster

miode. How could they replace their gui-

Larist and al the same time provide a hit
new single with which 1o reckaim Uheir industry.
credibility? Long time custard manager Big
Chief Wahooti cracked under the pressure,
accepled a one million dollar redundancy pay:
ottt and helped swear-in qualified lawyer Sarah
Longhurst as the New Big Chiel.

Ms Longhurst wasted no time in seeking out a
iew Matthew. They required someone who had
nol only the attitude of a rock god. the musie
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lalent of a rock god and the drinking ability of
arock od bul also Lhe ego of a rock god and
the hair of a rock god. Afler inlerviewing
doaens of candidates she realised they had no
option but to try and reform the original Mr
Strong,

Matthew was ushered along 1o countless AA
meetings. he was appointed one buddie aller
another, hypnotism was attempted. sell help
books were pushed under his door and beer sub
stitutes were slipped into his food ration. But all
seemed hopeless as the beerophilic fret- master
coud not. be weenal from his amber [riend.

o B

canwhile plans for a follow-up album
N[Imd suagded brutally. [t seemod that

there wasi'l a studio in the country
willing o ake a chance on allowing the nolori
ous rockers near their reconding equipment. So
when Mr Longhurst found out about a revolu-
Lionary form of beer surgery available in the
United States- the only hope for Mr Strong: she
saw Lhe chanee Lo stanghter two birds with one
stone and the band immediately packed their
suileases.

Custard front man Danny Plant realised he was
tnder far too much pressure (o come up with a
it uew single. Soon afler arriving in America
hie had the New Big Chief sign up legal docu-
ments officially siguing his song wriling respor-

sibilities over to shy session artist D |
McCormack. And when Mr McCormack con-
plained that he needed a quiel place in which to
compose this hil wew single. the recon compa-
ny promptly hired a new agartment exclusively
for this purpose.

Il day Mr McCormack sat in his new
Augmnluvill. racking his brain for some

crazy subject about which lo wrile this
amazing song. He considered goldfish - he
hought maybe telephones - he was sure he was
onto something with fridges. He had the rifl al
worked out, but ot the lyrics. Suddenly in the
early hours of the morning he had a brainflash
of an idea "Cats. [l wrile a song aboul cals.”
Suddenly an earthquake hit the building, crush-
ing il flal
Emergency Rescue crews from all over the San
Francisco region rushed to Lhe seene. The first
emergency workers Lo arrive were a group of
ranslators from a Mexican hippie rehaly clinic
two Dlocks away. They toiled valianly. search-
ing through the rubble for any sigu of life. The
gruesome discovery came minates ater when
they unearthed the [rail mashed up bodies of the
Brishane quartel
"0 no!” said one of the emergency workers,
Danino Plantino, 1 recognise this body! It is
Panl Modew — the King of Love! In my conntry.
this man s fike 2 god! We will be blamed! The
irls will be inconsolable! We must escape!”
“But they will find us!” eried Matthew Roberto
Fuerte. another of the emergency workess.
“They will hunt us down!” cried Dahbido
Mehormaq. the third emergency worker.

(ontinued on page 22

The Golden Age of Nicorine

From: Undergraduate Papers in Custology, Vol 3: 1999

“the lyrics of custard consciously avoid the use of meraphor. Discuss.”

poetic metaphors. There's Led

Leppelin's ‘Stairway To Heaven' —
there's Pink Floyd ‘The Wall’ - there’s the
words “rock n roll” themselves which are
indeed o metaphor for something (no prizes
for guessing what) ond then there’s the band
nomed Custard (originally named ‘Custard
Gun' )} another disquieting metaphor in
itself.
Custard lyrics however, unlike their name,
fend lo consciously avoid metaphor, in
favour of a strange form of literalism. This is
most dearly illustrated in the song "Nice
Bird" (Wisenheimer [WH1). In direct contrast
10 the common language interpretation of
fhis song it does not refer to the metaphoric
alias for one’s girlfriend (s a bird) but to a
literal quote from o computer game.
Literalism when made exireme can serve as
a form of inverse metaphor — consider the
early work "Edie” nomed (in a literalist man-
ner) affer the composition’s chief chord pro-
gression E and D.

Rodt n roll lyrics tend o be bursting with

Liveral Tivles

“This song s called THE GOLDEN AGE OF
NICOTINE ond that's what it's about.” David
McCormack, quoted on the POTUSA Support
Tour.

Some custard song litles contoin a suspected
sarcastic literalism or irony (examples may
include: "Girls like that don't go for guys like
us”, "Hit Song”, "Caboolture speed lab"
(Loveroma [L] era), Paul Medew’s "king of
love” [WH] era) while many more contain o
very direct correlation between intended ond
common meaning. Examples indude "Alone”
(Wahooti Fandango [WF1), "1 love the televi-
shon” ond "do it oguin” [WH] and "A job in
rock 'n' roll", "Anatomically Correct” and

"Pinball Lez" “the truth about drugs” (We - The apartment represents the hearing loss
Have the Technology [WHTT]), though the  victim's imprisonment within his/her own
most illustrative examples of the McCormack  head. And what of the ‘interior colour red?’
not a metaphor, but a literal reference 1o the
edited by I:tlot:ldy flesh encased shell of the human
Dr Dallas Hoffwan PHD A craftier form of metophor may be at work
(Custology) in some of McCormack’s more recent lyrics.
In particular there is a suspected metaphor
itgolist fitling strategy must be "Eight years p e irack "Pau's got a girlfriend" ([L)
of rock and roll has completely desiroyed my grq) Though the ttl is classic McCormack
memory" [WHTT] and "the synthesizeris  fralism the verse lyric ‘he's screwing round
rapidly overtaking the guitar as the most with chess ses’ can reasonably be
popular instrument in the world?" 3 argued to represent o metaphoric
(WH] i i substitution of ‘chess sets’ with a
Although obscurity veils the ori- more literal (and perhaps per-
gins of many Custord fitles & 524 sonol) noun. Similarly the line '
induding "Fantastic Plastic” ! / moved out of Los Vegas' (nervous
[WF] "Venus Flytrap and = / breakdance, loverama) may be a

Lightning bug" [WH] and
"Sinatra Theory” [WHTT]
there is ot least one
other recognisable liter-
alist naming convention at work in the
Custard canon. The song "Leisuremaster”
[WH] should not be interpreted literally os
being about a master of leisure but rather,
(in an even more literal manner) os the
brand name of a pair of trousers purchased
in o second-hand retail outlel. Ofien with
Custord lyrics the meaning lies so dlose fo the
surface that it becomes surprisingly difficul
1o surmise.

Actual Meraphors

But traditional use of poetic melaphor does
indeed exist in a few rare coses in the lyrics
of David McCormack, the most notorious
example being the song ‘Apartment’ [WH].
Is the new apariment o metaphor for death?
For hell? Sex? Nein. Rather, ‘hearing loss'.

sly metophor for the unfinished
Miami album, working itle ‘Gear and
Clothing in Las Vegas.'

' Similes

The 'hidden’ track from WHTT — "Loneliness”
contains the cliché metaphor ‘Like o moth to
your flame’ but takes the simile no further.
Other Custard similes include ‘Love is like o
repeal offender’ ("Do It Again® [WHI), ‘how
do you play like @ jumbo jet?” ("Hello
Machine", [WHTT]), possibly 'l feel like
Ringo’ [L] and the intra-referential "Almost
Like A Song" [L] (where in a cunning turn-
about the intended meaning is left without o
literal counterpart- ie, what is “almost like
song?' the song itself perhaps?) and the
Thomspon-penned lyric ‘you look like hell
today’ (Music Is Crap [MIC], [WHTT])

Glenn Thompson
The earlier Custard works of Glenn




Thompson address metaphoric
imagery in o more classical

form (admittedly a fecaphilic
one). ‘Piece of shit’ [WHTT]

is of course metaphoric. In

the first line ‘I called my

baby a piece of shit’ the first per-

)
3

son narrator refers not to on actual infant -
but to a girlfriend whom he metaphorically
refers to as a baby — and also o5 o
metaphoric piece of shit — not an actual
piece of shit. MICis similarly metaphoric,
suggesting not that music is literally fecal
matter but rather that there is o metaphoric

similarity in some ospeds of music and that
of human excrement. Few can deny it.
Thank you.

student# 328 828 944
Grade: please re submir

COMMENTS: TOO MANY REFERENCES
and no referees

Sape Trip's Secret History (ontinued
(from page 20)

“They will do terrible things to ur cofpses!
They will hurt our wives our children our
mamas and our donkeys!”

“Perhaps there is one way we can survive this
gruesome bwist, of fate.” said litle Pepe “Pistola
Medwe. the fourth emergency worker. "Quick,
Dabibido. the shovels. Bury teir bodies. Bury
them deeper than they ever were before. Yo one
mnst find them. Costand must never die. 11 is up
10 us to assume their identities and pick up
where they left ofl”

“You must be Custand” said Eric Drew Feldman,

as Lhe boys strolled into the Hyte Streels studios.

"3, that is true. Here we are, Custaro, thal is

s,

“Custand, Costaro, whatever.” said EDF. “Have
you writlen thal new tune?”

“New tune, boss?” asked Dahibido. “Sure thing

boss.”

r hie boys fled into e reconding booth and
F;m-kul up Lheir instruments. They'd had a
lttle experience as entertainers in their
oWt right. South of the border they d been
known as ‘the Funky Tequila Good Time Jamm
Band and had  repertoire of three songs,
including one tune they'd written themselves.
“Are we ready boys?” asked Dahbido. adjusting
the microphone. clearing his throal. “And a un!
dos! un, das, tres, evatro! Nuevo apartamento
bebe, das interior del color rojo!” The band was
blistering,
“Nice tune.” said EDE. “but i don't speak a wond
of Australian. How about we Lry il again and in
American this lime?”
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The following alternoon. Matthew was sedated,

dragged into the custard lmousine and dumped

al the San Francisco Centre For Emergency Beer
Surgery, where: he was booked in for his revolu-
lionary operation.

Basedl on the principle of nicotine patches, beer
implants were 1o be grafled into the hack of his
neck. Il the operation succeeded then Matl would
need only 1o kiek his leg into the air and a high-
{ich beer shunt wonld trigger an injeetion of
alcohol directly into the brain, lemporarily
relieving his craving, But the slightest miscaleu-
lation during the procedure and he would be
transformed fnto a erazy impulsive dinwitled
alcoholic [reak.

Although Malthew managal to survive the
tensive Lwelve hour surgery. assesment as 1o
ils eflectiveness was inconclusive. The inventor
of the Beer Shunl, the celebrated beer-scientist
Professor Avenarius wamed: "One kick a week
should be enough to slowly ween the subject
away from alcohol forever. But the effeets of two
kicks. three kicks. or god help us. four icks.
could be... | shudder to think!!”

{pset al having lost control of the band. former
Cnstand front man Danino Plantino began 1o
dlrink excessively. [n a single weekend he con
sumed over hirty litres of water. Ile swelled up
monstrously and when it came time to ly home
had 1o be left behind. He can still be seen in the
departure lounge of the LA airport. rolling along
corridors, gnumbling bitterdy about the success
which dessertesl him.

ack in Brisvegas a whirl-wind tour was
Bnlj{;u|l.\'n| Lo expose the new material 1o

{he established fan base and hopefully keep
the ereditors al bay. Custand had to find a new

drummer and *fast”. An obd friend of Dave
MeCormack. Glenn Thompson, had been a
Custard eandidate for some time, but had previ
ously been reluetant to join becanse he'd spent
most of his adult life in prison. Glenn was writ
ing songs and plaving with the local prison
band. COW {Correctionees OF Wacol) led by Head
Prison Bullyboy Robert Facebiter Moore and
with help from the Notorious Lowry Brothers
and occasional backing vocals by Maureen how
did she get into an all-male prison”” Hansen.
(ilenn had promised 1o bring some of his own
tunes 1o the band inclnding the notable Piece of
Sit” and the beantifully ironic Music is Crap.
Ile Teft behind other ditties including "Mausie is
Shit”. Piece of Crap” and the pastoral epic "Screw
this Dirty Shit Ugly Fucked Up Crap.” Somehow
Glenn always maintained his reputation of a
polite aud well balanced gentleman. One of life's
fitle mysteries perhaps.

lenn was released from prison in June of
Glh;ll year, and afler full illing prior com

milments Lo perform several bank-rob
beries with Robert “Acid Bath” Forster, was avail
able: Lo join Custaro on their gronnd breaking
world tour. Many strange terrible and secrelive
(hings happened on that tour — and there is not
room enotgh in this article - nor in this entire
zine 1o record Uhem all, so the secrel history
must end now. Belore | go however. [ will swear
10 you that every word of it is rue. becanse |
knew the actual man who met the guy who
shared the drink with the person who heard il
all. from Matthew Robert Strong’s ex-¢irllriend.
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A Once a theory, now a memory (7)
6. Phone nobody if you feel like it (5)
1. liston o this set, with three birds?
11, Information | gof in America,
smarty (0)

13, That's the issue - song (4.3.9)

15, Like a song! Nearly (6)

16, No way one verse contains it (5)
21, Fishy backward General (3)

23, The facility to make things right

4. Period I'm going through for a
prolit - song (2,2,5)

15, Sleep with a river crossing - song
n

16 Girl with nothing lor caiching
COW (5

11. Player starts pattemn and upper
layer (4)

18, French resort one under par - song
(4.4

35. Car dust mixed group (7)

36. All over a man? If's in there (8)
31. Hello, engine without lines - song
n

39. They won't run messages for us (5)
41. Sounds like look there, but il’s all
round Australia (3)

42. And end with backward opera
singer for custard ingredient (5)

43. Good fime with city! Strange -
song (5)

46. Used a lot by hard rains? (6)

47. Recollections of an island? - song
{6.3)

Complete this
crossword
and winll The
first correct
or closest to
correct entry
will win some
Loverama
promotional
goodies
donated by
BMG.
Send entries
to Cusdadie,
e/o dfhannakh,
PO box 1636
Milten @
4064

)

1. Nervous! Stop the hop (10)

1. 1t happens, they say, mixed up on
gravity - song (3,4)

3. Dam parly - song (6)

5. One or three keys! (3)

8. How 1o bone up fo get it right - song
(12)

9. Dog of a song (5)

10. Silence from the last of the
Mohicans with church corporation - song
(6)

11. Valley with double end for crap
writer! (3)

12. Do they call him Mister! (5)

14, Light weight on bowls! - song (4,6)
17, Season on rise for old address (6,4)
18. Hubris baneful o hold the capifal
8

19, yalltto - song (7.8)

10. German children are nicer (6)

12. In charge of the rest (13)

19. Play on a medico with hesitation (4)
30. We have it on album (10)

31, Sounds like fruit. Both of them? (4)
32. Is he in Who's Who from the begin-
ning! (6)

3. Dull finish to cut wood for rock god
m

34, Cool down, confuse and leave dance
-song (8)

38. A little catty for Glenn to play with!
3)

40. — it -song (3)

41. Where they put down pop music (7)
44. These two boys are ordinary (6)

45. Shouldn’t that be ‘I do’, Paul? (6)
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PLUTOPTS 1 AND 2

The title came from a story told to Custard by an anony-
mous friend. The story went that the planet Pluto was
about to split in two; hence "Pluto Parts One and Two".
The band then subsequently heard nothing more about
this cosmic event and have assumed the story was a myth.
It is more likely the story came from a recent move by
some scientists to down-grade Pluto's planet status.

Pluto is a fine tune; possibly the best of Loverama's
“album" tracks.

CORRECTIONAL FAGILITY OF LOVE

A slowish, Leonard Cohen-esque love story. It was origi-
nally a David McCormack’s Bosie song. The lead break,
played alongside the bass, is very peculiar, but compul-
sively interesting. (Perhaps David's 6 string bass was used
for this part). The story in the song was inspired by the
Four Comers documentary called the ‘Big House' about
prisoners at Long Bay Jail in Sydney. To avoid being raped
or assaulted the prisoners would inflict injuries upon them-
selves so that they were taken to hospital. They would
swallow complicated structures, made with rubberbands,
paperclips etc, that would spring apart in their digestive
tracts forming crude crosses that would create terrible

Custaro
soundcheck
“Correctional
Facility of Love”
at the Zoo,
March 1999. Yes.
Matt is playing
an accoustic
guitar.

internal injuries. When | first heard the song it reminded
me of that documentary but | convinced myself that it was
purely coincidental. As it turns out | was right and now |
can sleep at night a little better.

CABOOLTURE SPEED LAB

This perplexing song has many interpretations, a few con-
troversial. Some have attested that the song is about
speed the amphetamine: specifically, a speed laboratory in
Cabeolture. Proponents of this theory site the lines, “I can
feel a habit forming...| can feel my smile deforming” and
“these tacos are making me sweat”, (a side affect of the
drug is perspiration). However, | fear the truth is that the
song's title was in fact inspired by a biker group that were
threatening to invade the crowd at a Custard gig in
Caboolture (a district north of Brisbane), and the phrase
“Caboolture Speed Lab" was coined backstage. Other
parts were written in Freemantle (Freemantle cosmonauts).
Version 2 of CSL resurrects the line “| can feel a pattern
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forming"”. | think David changed the line to “| can feel a
habit forming" (for CSL 1) because the onginal line was
too much like the chorus in a Screamfeeder song that was
floating around at the time.

UMLAUT

This song is one of
Custard's greatest
‘rock’ moments.
The intro is from
Helter Skelter by
the Beatles.
Apparently it was
left off the album
as they thought the
recorded version
hadn't captured the
intensity they get
when they play it
live so it became simply a B-side.

u’T SONG, ALMOST LIKE A SONg, |
ROTE NO SONGS FOR YOU

Three very self referential sangs in this latest batch of
material recorded in late 1998. Soon Custard will be writ-
ing a song about writing songs that are about songs they
are trying to write. Even in Pluto there's the line “l seem to
recognise it does not fit, the script was written for this
bit". And of course there’s the reference to other band
members in songs like Paul’s got a Girlfriend and The New
Matthew.

In Hit Song and Almost Like a Song David refers to “Boss”
(Glenn), “Wiso" (Matt) and “Chips” (Paul). The ending of
Hit Song, “And it goes like this..." also features in the
Custard song Nightmare 2, “and they never play my
favourite song, and it goes like this..."

FUNNY

These lyrics were written by David's dad lan, or affection-
ately known as Cusdad. Cusdad didn't like the way the
song turned out at first but he has since changed his
mind. The lyrics really are good and the simplicity of the
arrangement makes this one of the album’s best.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

Originally titled, “Part-time Poofter, Full-time Faggot” this
song illustrates David's growing attraction to the This is
Hardcore’ phase of the British band Pulp. The conversa-
tional lyrics; the second person references; the quiet
vocals as if David talks, not sings; the imagery, it's all very
Jarvis Cocker. This song is probably the best track on
Loverama. | think the lyrics refer to a chance meeting with
an ex-girlfriend that you haven't seen in a long time. (See
Magoo's interview for more info on this song)

Custard + Andrew pose for Rolling Stone

THE WEDDING SONG

DONT TRAIN THE GENIUS

NERVOUS BREAKDANGE
maetal detective is still searchin fr clues...and |
't help but notice | am paying attention to all the
tar sign information, the tide times and racing tips,
wything to help my situation...”. The words in this
ng are its greatest asset. Aaaand the funky bass
doesn’t hinder the process either.

MONKEY

Maonkey was/is considered a potential single. Paul
Mester played on the original demo version of this
song Paul Medew's laptop can be heard connecting
o the ‘net in the intro.

The spoken word part of the Wedding Song was
mcorded in Bulimba, Brisbane at David and Emma’s
post wedding party. | think it was the Chief who
videotaped Andrew Lancaster, a little tired and emo-
tanal as the saying goes delivering a synopsis of the
dayh events, The “Silk Ties/ Silk Scarves” bit was
Andrew refering to the band Silk Scarves.

This is Glenn's song and the only non-David led track
werama. On page 4 Glenn tells of how this

vas inspired by a trip to Garden City Shopping
1, In the Bosie version of this song, played for
the first time live on Easter Sunday 1998, Glenn curi-
ously sung the line “we're in a shopping centre”.
This line was omitted on Loverama.

KINDER WHORE

Kinder whore was written only a few days (or weeks)

belore Loverama was recorded. It was thus a last

minute inclusion on the album. | am not the greatest

fan of this song. The song has value; the disco sec-
nd verse being a good example, but | feel that the

song would have been better off as a b-side.

PnUL S 6OT A GIRLFRIEND
h ng was written during the DJ Gee Whiz peri-
i In m..J 1998. Paul had been single ever since he
had returned from the USA in 1997 and when he
linally locked on to Tracey, | think the world breathed
sigh of relief.

| FEEL LiKE RiNGO

| can't believe EDF rejected this song when it was
presented for We Have the Technology. This song is
one of Custard's best ever. Disco rock is the future,
Daby.

The R-I-N-G-O bit no doubt reminds people of the
B-N-G-O song, whatever it was

THE NEW MATTHEW

A g possibly not about Matthew at all. David
simed the word “Matthew” was added at the last

' another rhyme.
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INTERKIEN RY CHRISTOPHER QANZER

Hannah spoke to Cusdad (lan

McCormack). For Cuszine
Edition 2, | had the opportunity
to talk to (Robert) Bob and
Desley Strong; the proud father
and mother of Matthew Robert
Strong - guitarist and wild man
for Custard. Bob has a printing
business in Kingaroy and one of
his sons (Stewart) is a printer in
Toowoomba;

In Cuszine Edition 1, David

Rid Matt ever have aspira-
tiens for a real job. like
printing or was he always
certain te¢ be a musician?

Bob: It really came out of the
blue. He didn't show any great
aspirations as a musician, he cer-
tainly didn't play any instruments
at home.

Desley: He actually left school
after grade 12 and went straight
to a bank job. It wasn't until he -
left school that he even started to
play a musical instrument. There
was one lesson he had for piano
with Bob's sister when he was
very young - | think he played
'Chopsticks’.

Surely there must have
been seme music in the
heuse that inspired Matt teo
pick up a guitar and

become a reck legend?

Bob: We always had the radio
and played music like Elvis and
the Beatles at home but we did-
n't play musical instru-
ments or anything like
that, but our youngest
son has started to play
guitar and like Matthew,
he has that ability to work
things out very quickly.

The first time I saw
€Custard live was in
Teoweomba at the
Cladsteone Hetel in
1991. Frem memery
Bavid McCermack had a
threat infection. Matthew
and Paul Medew sang mest
of the sengs and there
were plenty of instrumen-
tals played. I knew lan
McCormack was there and
1 have a fecling you were
there. What are your
memerics of that concert?

Bob and Desley:

They did about 3 gigs as the
Gladstone. The first time Custard
played there, Matthew was play-
ing in a band called Static Exile,
but | am pretty sure that the con-
cert you are talking about was
the 2nd time they played at the
Gladstone
and it was
Matthew's 1st
time with 7
Custard. They
all stayed at
our house for
the weekend
{Bob inter-
jects: they
always stayed
at our house).

Matthew was

so nervous in those early concerts
he was almost sick, but obviously
know it doesn’t worry him at all.

1 assume that all parents

The Strong men

leve their own sen’'s musie
but what de yeu think of
Custard live and what was
the last cencert you saw
Matthew play at?

Desley: | love Custard live - they
have great energy live. The last
time we saw them was in Sydney
at the Metro, Front End Loader
were supporting. | guess it was
October last year - no wait, it
must have been October 1997.

Bob: | think Custard are a much
better band live than recorded;
they really work together well. |
have about 3 or four songs that
are favourites. Some of the
B new songs are great.

i The last time I saw
Custard was at
Alcxandra Headlands
(en the Sunshine

y Coast). Matthew sim-
ply didn't want te be
there. He just walked
% off stage a couple of

. times and for the

i encere he screamed
“Wild Thing" and
then trashed his gui-
tan

hat's our Matthew.

Beih Matt and Rave have got
married this ycan what was the
reyal wedding like?

lwsley: It was great, with a lot of industry
types at the wedding, but there were twof
wally interesting people. Adam Spencer
and Richard Kingsmill from JJJ were
there and they were both lovely people.
Adam Spencer is simply too intelligent
and Richard is just delightful as well as
the biggest musical encyclopedia.

Where was the
heneymeen?

Desley: Thailand
Yeu have beoth
had a chance to
listen to the new
album what de
yeu think of it?

Desley: | have actua”y

nly had a listen to a
rough mix of the
album and from what
| heard it's just great.
must say | do prefer
some of the older
pcordings like
Buttercup and
Bediord but this is
very good. | am expecting a video in the
nail today of the new single 'Hit Song'.
My laveurite album is We Have
The Technelogy.

Dwsley: If that's the case than you'll love
tha naw album.

Matthew is net exactly the mest
venservative in the fashion stakes
« In this fer the reck ged image or
Is this deep rected in his psychel-
egy?
Desley: Oh no he has always dressed like
that. Matthew is the best ‘Op Shop'
shopper | know. He has a keen eye for a
bargain and he will try on almost every-
ng in the shop. When he finds some-
ig he likes, he strips off on the spot
i it on. | just love shopping with

-
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

interpretations of the same
story. In general if everyone's
not happy then something is
wrong and something should
change to make the point clear-
er.

Ben Ely from Regurgitator

| said "I remember Miagoo when

e was bhis geeky matal fan
Kinda kid, and he used bo wabkch
Pangaca and come up 2nd sy,
you guys arg incredible ...”
What advice have you gos for
geeky mebal kids oub there

+ Who wan %o be bhe next
Magoo?

Get a haircut and a real job.
No just kidding (Ha,Ha).You

and want it real bad. If this is
the case then it's easy. It does-
n't matter if you don't get paid
because you were having fun
anyway. If you set you're mind
to it you can do anything. | love
my job and would probably be
doing this in my spare time if |
had a real job.

Wihat do you fike and dislike
abou Brishang?

| like the size and the music
scene in Brisbane. It can be a bit
clicky up here sometimes and
rumors spread pretty fast. |
haven't encountered the tall
poppy syndrome too much up
here which is good. The music
scene is good in Melbourne but
the weather sux.

How o you go ahout inventing
“hippy likGle noises'?
| try to set up scenarios in the

studio where things are bound
to go wrong. Usually the mis-

have to love what you're doing

s &

takes are the best bits. You just
have to make sure you're
recording at the time. The Bippy
bits just appear. Most people
would turn them off, but | turn
them up instead.

Can you confirm shat Paul
Medew is *never* the ong that
Tucks up a bake 2191217 (personal
heory)

| cannot confirm or deny this
theory. Let’s just say that he has
less takes than Matthew Strong.

Are you 2 perfechionist? Is bhab
important 5o your work?

| think my answer to the bippy
little noises question answers
that one. | guess | am a perfec-
tionist in that if we didn't hit the
nail on the first time, I'm not
afraid to scrap a version and try
again until it feels right. But as
far as everything else goes I'm
the opposite. | love mistakes
(within reason of course).

Your gars arg, o a large extent,
your livelihood. When in 2 danger-
0us or violent sikuakion do you
oftien find yourself covering your
gars and screaming "Nob bhe
Earsiill NOY TKE EARSHNIN"

Yes, very much so. | do have tini-
tus, but not very bad. | have a
pair of custom made ear plugs
that | take with me everywhere.
In fact if | go out and forget
them I'll just go right back home
and get them. | figure an extra
$20 in a cab is a small price to
pay to keep me working for a
little longer.

‘k.
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